KSW Blogging 101, 2009 Workshop

Handout: Blog Basics


Important blogging terms (stolen from Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_blogging_terms and adapted:

· Blog Carnival: A blog article that contains links to other articles covering a specific topic. Most blog carnivals are hosted by a rotating list of frequent contributors to the carnival, and serve to both generate new posts by contributors and highlight new bloggers posting matter in that subject area.

· Blogroll: A list of blogs on a blog (usually placed in the sidebar of a blog) that reads as a list of recommendations by the blogger of other blogs.

· Blogosphere: All blogs, or the blogging community. Also called blogistan or, more rarely, blogspace.

· Collaborative blog or Group blog: A blog (usually focused on a single issue or political stripe) on which multiple users enjoy posting permission.

· Permalink: Permanent link. The unique URL of a single post. Use this when you want to link to a post somewhere.

· Podcasting: Contraction of “iPod” and “broadcasting” (but not for iPods only). Posting audio and video material on a blog and its RSS feed, for digital players.

· Post: An entry written and published to a blog. A blog article.

· RSS: Really Simple Syndication is a family of Web feed formats used to publish frequently updated content such as blog entries, news headlines or podcasts.

· RSS aggregator: Software or online service allowing a blogger to read an RSS feed, especially the latest posts on their favourite blogs. Also called a reader, or feedreader.

· RSS feed: The file containing a blog’s latest posts. It is read by an RSS aggregator/reader and shows at once when a blog has been updated. It may contain only the title of the post, the title plus the first few lines of a post, or the entire post.

· Subscribe: The term used when a blogs feed is added to a feed reader like Bloglines or Google. Some blogging platforms have internal subscriptions, this allows readers to receive notification when there are new posts in a blog.

· TrackBack: A system that allows a blogger to see who has seen the original post and has written another entry concerning it. The system works by sending a 'ping' between the blogs, and therefore providing the alert.

· Vlog: A video blog; a vlogger is a video blogger (e.g. someone who records himself interviewing people of a certain field).

· Weblog software (also called blog software or blogware): software designed to simplify the creation and maintenance of weblogs. As specialized content management systems, weblog applications support the authoring, editing, and publishing of blog posts and comments, with special functions for image management, web syndication, and moderation of posts and comments.

Most Popular Developer Hosted blogging Platforms

· Blogger
· LiveJournal

·  TypePad
· Wordpress.com
· Gandi

· Moxietype

· MySpace

· Open Diary

· Skyrock

· Tumblr

· Typo

· Vox

· Windows Live Spaces

· Xanga

Basic Parts of a Blog Post (again, stolen from Wikipedia)

All blog software supports authoring, editing, and publishing of entries in the following format:

· Title, the main title, or headline, of the post.

· Body, main content of the post.

· Permalink, the URL of the full, individual article.

· Post Date, date and time the post was published.

Blog entries can optionally include the following:

· Comments – Comments allow readers to discuss blog entries, correcting errors or otherwise expressing their opinions on the post or the post's subject.

· Services like coComment aim to facilitate discussions through comment tracking.

· Categories (or tags) – indexes to subjects discussed by the entry

· Trackback and or pingback – links to other sites that refer to the entry

· Marketing: tags, building community, Feeds, syndication, aggregators

