KSW Blogging 101, 2009 Workshop

Handout: Some common types of blogs


Political blogs: These are topical blogs focused on news and issues. They may be focused on mainstream politics, or on a particular political point of view (identity politics, feminism, environment, etc.) but they mostly link to news and current events (including pop culture), giving an opinion on what's happening. Often, these are also blogs used to further activism in a particular area. These can be individual or group blogs, or even newspaper-style publications with sections and columns.

· DailyKos: http://www.dailykos.com/: liberal politics blog; group blog

· Talking Points Memo: http://www.talkingpointsmemo.com/: liberal politics blog; group blog

· Racialicious  http://www.racialicious.com/: race in media and pop culture; group blog

· Hyphen Blog: http://www.hyphenmagazine.com/: Asian American news and culture (where I blog); group blog

· The Unapologetic Mexican http://www.theunapologeticmexican.org/elgrito/: political blog from the POV of Chicano blogger Nezua, with a special emphasis on Chicano issues

· Ta Nehisi Coates (at the Atlantic) http://ta-nehisicoates.theatlantic.com/: political blog from the POV of African American writer Ta-Nehisi Coates with a special emphasis on Af Am issues.

Topical Blogs: This is any kind of blog that focuses on a topic (rather than on the blogger's life.) Yes, these overlap with political blogs, since many or most political blogs are topical. But the topics cover the range of pretty much everything from fashion and celebrities to sexual fetishes, food, archaeology, collecting, medical supplies, etc. etc. These can be either group or individual.

· Cute Overload: http://cuteoverload.com/: An extremely popular blog that has contributed new words to our slanguage. This is a photo blog that is essentially cute porn.

· Go Fug Yourself: http://gofugyourself.celebuzz.com/: A fashion blog that focuses on (wittily) bagging on bad fashion choices.

· Boing Boing: http://boingboing.net/: "A directory of Wonderful Things," is actually a heads-up blog about cool things in the realm of cybergeek hipsterdom.

· Pruned: http://pruned.blogspot.com/: land use and landscape projects from a landscape architect.

· World Hum: http://www.worldhum.com/travel-blog/: group travel blog. Note: I would put individual travel blogs about the blogger's travels under personal experience blogs.

Personal Experience Blogs:

This is my own category to umbrella a bunch of different types of blogs, such as parenting blogs or health blogs. These blogs are personal blogs (and almost always individual blogs) in that they are journaling and information sharing blogs on a particular life experience (rather than topic) that the blogger is in the midst of, like raising a child, or fighting cancer. There's no hard line between a topical blog and a personal experience blog. Many are both, and the successful personal experience blogs often (or usually) become group topical blogs.

· Because I Said So: http://mom2my6pack.blogspot.com/: popular mommy blog, about one mother and her experiences with her six kids.

· One Red Paperclip: http://oneredpaperclip.blogspot.com/: this blogger started with a red paperclip and traded upward until he got a house. This was a famous blog project that has many imitators. The sort of thing that is at least facilitated, and probably entirely enabled, by the internet and blogging.

· Diabetes Mine: http://www.diabetesmine.com/
This one is now primarily a topic blog, covering information, news, product reviews, and discussions for diabetics, but it started out as more of a personal experience blog from a woman who had just been diagnosed with diabetes. Over a few years, she's become an expert and is now a go-to source for information. In fact, to maintain her personal experience flavor, she has to invite guest bloggers to write about theirs.
Personal Blogs:

Online public diaries or journals, often using blogging sites especially created for these (like livejournal or Xanga.) These can get into politics and current events, post photos and videos, or whatever. But it's generally called a personal blog if it's not focused on any other topic than simply what interests the blogger in his/her daily life. These can be truly private if you use a site that allows you to lock posts so that only approved people can view them. Otherwise, the whole world can see them.

· Wil Wheaton: http://wilwheaton.typepad.com/: the guy who played the kid Wesley Crusher in Star Trek: The Next Generation is all grown up and married and has become a wildly popular personal blogger. I never got the appeal myself, but his whole adult career is built on his blog.

· Min Jung Kim: http://minjungkim.com/: very popular Asian American blogger.

· Wofflings: http://wofflings.wofflehouse.com/: artist Jennifer Wofford's blog.

Business or Organizational Blog:

These are blogs that are created to help market a business or an organization. Often, instead of creating your own website and using some content management application to update it with new information, a biz or org will end up creating a blog to post news and updates on. Casual readers won't read this kind of blog. But sometimes (sadly, it's rare) businesses or orgs will use their blogs to draw traffic to their websites by making their blogs a go-to magazine for the topic area covered by their missions. These are the best marketing tools, since you can still post your biz or org news, but you're also bringing in an audience that may not have an interest in your org or business. 

· Urban Outfitters Blog: http://blog.urbanoutfitters.com/blog 
· Whole Foods Blog: http://blog.wholefoodsmarket.com/ 
· Future Banking Blog: http://futurebanking.bankofamerica.com/: Bank of American and MIT collaborate, so this is more than just a corporate blog.
· Kearny Street Workshop blog: http://kearnystreet.wordpress.com/: mostly about KSW
· Freshkills Park blog: http://freshkillspark.wordpress.com/: blog from the NYC Parks and Rec employees who are planning the landfill-based Freshkills Park (which will be built over the next 30 years.) This is a topical blog with the purpose of raising interest and awareness around the org's project.

