KSW Blogging 101, 2009 Workshop

Handout: What is a blog?


Definition from Wikipedia:

'A blog (a contraction of the term "weblog") is a type of website, usually maintained by an individual with regular entries of commentary, descriptions of events, or other material such as graphics or video. Entries are commonly displayed in reverse-chronological order. "Blog" can also be used as a verb, meaning to maintain or add content to a blog.

Many blogs provide commentary or news on a particular subject; others function as more personal online diaries. A typical blog combines text, images, and links to other blogs, Web pages, and other media related to its topic. The ability for readers to leave comments in an interactive format is an important part of many blogs. Most blogs are primarily textual, although some focus on art (artlog), photographs (photoblog), sketches (sketchblog), videos (vlog), music (MP3 blog), and audio (podcasting). Micro-blogging is another type of blogging, featuring very short posts.'

Key Characteristics of a Blog:

· Website (online, digital)

· Continually, and regularly, updated

· Typically, entries dated, organized chronologically, and in reverse chronological order

· Typically all content available or organized on a single web page, with main content in a single text column

· Typically contains links to other websites, blogs, and web-based content

· Public or semipublic (restricted to people with permission to view)

· Is considered "opinion" rather than adhering to journalistic standards (even when it does)

Analog Things that have performed some of the functions that blogs perform:

· Books

· Newspapers and magazines

· Broadcast news, magazines, and human interest

· Newsletters

· Letters and postcards

· Diaries and journals

· Fliers and posters

· Town Criers

· Town Hall meetings

· Bulletin Boards

· Letters to the Editor

· Pamphlets

· Bathroom graffiti

· Syllabi and handouts

· Classtimes and office hours

· Formal debates and drunken arguments

· Collections and catalogues

· Showrooms

· Face to face gossip

· Etc.

